
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive Engagement 

Enabling Pupils to have 

Fun and Succeed. 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Our two Riverwalk Early Years classes (Lions and Elephants) 

are based at Sexton’s Manor Primary School. In Early Years, 

we work and play with children from the age of 3 until the end 

of their Reception year. We follow the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Curriculum and spend time observing the children to find 

out what they like and what they can do. We provide new, 

challenging and motivating learning experiences for all 

children. Children enjoy opportunities to play and learn in our 

outside spaces as well as the classroom areas. We also plan 

for learning opportunities at the Riverwalk Campus site which 

help to prepare children needing to transition there for Key 

Stage One. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

         

In Early Years, we particularly focus on the three prime areas 

of learning: 

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 

 

These areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s 

curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 

capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. Children need 

a solid foundation in these areas of learning before they  

extend to learning in more specific areas which include skills 

and knowledge in Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the 

World and Expressive Arts and Design. 

  

We encourage children to learn on a 1:1 basis and in small 

groups as well as giving them time to explore and learn 

independently. All children have personal plans with targets 

that are reviewed regularly. Our aim is to get children ready for 

school with an appropriate package of support. For nursery 

children, we guide parents through the statutory process of 

applying for an Education and Health Care Plan as well as 

supporting parents to ensure an appropriate school place is 

found. We work closely with Speech Therapists, 

Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists and the Early Years 

team. Regular meetings are held to discuss children’s 

progress; everyone involved is invited including other 

mainstream settings. We encourage our home school books to 

be shared between home and all other placements. 

  

We keep a record of the children’s learning experiences and 

achievements in a Learning Journey. Parents are invited to be 

a part of this too, so we can celebrate what the children are 

doing at home. Learning Journeys are sent home at the end of 

the Reception year. 

  

Lions and Elephants classes provide children with a 

stimulating and engaging learning environment as they begin 

their school journey. Staff support children to engage, learn 

and have fun. 

 

 


