
 

 

 

 

 

3rd January 2020 

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am sure that you will have been just as distracted by the news coverage of the return to 
school on January 4th as we are.  We fully understand how difficult the situation is for 
everyone to comprehend and manage given the constantly changing position.  We have 
been reading guidance followed by guidance updates over the past 2 weeks, and know 
that the situation will not be any different over the coming weeks with constant updates. 
 
We are working very hard to put in place the measures that will make school as safe a 
place for the pupils and staff as we can.  We know the infection rates are increasing in 
Suffolk, and already some children will not be returning on the 4th because they and their 
family are self-isolating. The government requirements for Special Schools have not 
changed and we are expected to be fully open for all pupils from the 4th January.  
However, we now have to implement on-site testing, which as I previously stated will not 
include pupils at this point.   
 
I want to prepare you for what is going to be a term of potentially very short notice 
changes.  
 
The government have said we can identify an additional training day to prepare for testing, 
which we as yet have not put together a plan for until we know more about what the 
training will need to look like. It is very different for us at Riverwalk, and we plan to work 
with Suffolk County Council and the other Special Schools to pull this together.  
 
In addition, you will have seen in the news the concerns that unions have for the safety of 
their members.  If staff feel it is not safe for them to come to work, despite all the actions 

we have taken, that is a decision they are entitled to make.  In such circumstances it may 
lead to the closure of a class group.  Equally if staff test positive or have to self-isolate it 
could also lead to the closure of a class group.   
 
Whilst we will try to give as much notice as possible, that may not be the case, so please 
monitor your emails and text messages. If you have updated contact telephone numbers 
recently, please ensure you inform the school. 
 
We know this is greatly challenging for our pupils, but there is very little of this that is 
within the school’s control. 
 

 

 



 

I would like to thank you all for the support you have given us since March last year, and 
that we really appreciate you working with us.  Hopefully once the vaccine has been rolled 
out we will be able to return without all of these disruptions. 
 
Please take care.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 
 
Jan Hatchell 
Headteacher 


