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Rational 

 

Children learn developmentally, and we are assessing progress against 

developmental levels. 

Engagement in Learning is the key to making progress. 

Education Health Care Plans for each child need to be built into the 

learning activities throughout the term. 

 

 

Underpinning Research 

Rochford Review: The final report 2016 

Houses of Parliament Working Party commissioned, Special School Curriculum 

Review – Brahm and Norwich 2005  

DFES commissioned CLDD Research Project Carpenter 2011 

Communication, Curriculum and Classroom Practice, Latham and Miles 2001 

The SCERTS Model A comprehensive Educational Approach for Children with 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Prizant, Wetherby, Rubin, Laurent and Rydell, 2006 

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework 2018 

From Birth to Five: Children’s developmental progress, Mary Sheridan with National 

Federation of Educational Research in 1973 updated Sharma and Cockerill in 2008 
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Pathway Overviews 

Engagement 

 

Students working at this pathway are working at the early stages of development. 

They are developing the skills of Engagement using a range of motivating 

activities. Learning is based on the student’s interest. Communication and Social 

Interaction forms part of all learning experiences. Learning is active and fun. 

 

Partnership 

Students working at this pathway can work independently and alongside their 

peers. They are learning to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. 

Learning is functional and relates to the student’s life. The curriculum is formal 

although    activities remain mostly practical. 

 

Team 

Students working at this pathway have skills which enable them to engage in a 

range of activities. They are working alongside an adult to accept a challenge and 

persevere in tasks. They are beginning to use their skills to access practical 

activities in literacy, numeracy and science. Communication and social skills form 

part of all learning experiences. Activities are motivating and build on the skills of 

curiosity and investigation. 
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Engagement Pathway Developmental Levels 

 Cognition and Learning Communication Social, Emotional, Mental Health Physical and Sensory 

Pink 
1 
 

Accepts being washed. 
Accepts change in position. 
Accepts hands being placed in messy 
play. 
Accepts bottle or food. 
Beginning to react to familiar situations by 
smiles, coos and excited movements. 
Begins to reach out. 
Blinks defensively. 
Can shift gaze. 
Cooperates with an adult during familiar 
routine. 
Glances at objects within 50cm of 
themselves. 
Glances at people moving 2m away. 
Locates objects within their central vision. 
Looks at an item placed in front of them. 
Moves head from side to side as if 
searching for a sound source. 
Opens eyes for brief periods when 
encountering stimulating events. 
Plays with mouth muscles by smiling 
without external stimulation. 
Reacts to pain and unpleasant stimuli. 
Reacts to change with an emotional 
response. 
Responds positively to caring routines. 
Responds to music with a light beat. 
Responds to pleasant smells with sucking 
motion. 
Startles at sudden movements. 
Startles at sudden sounds. 
Turns eyes or head towards a sound 
source. 

Accepts when staff actions lead to 
the encounter of objects or sounds of 
reference. 
Becomes excited when they see a 
familiar adult. 
Cries when hungry. 
Cries when uncomfortable or 
annoyed. 
Facial expressions incidentally 
change in an interaction. 
Often sucks or licks lips in response 
to sounds of preparation for feeding. 
Responds to bid for interaction, i.e 
smiles when spoken to. 
Vocalises delightedly when spoken to 
or pleased, also when alone. 

Calms after immediate needs have 
been met when previously in a state of 
distress. 
Definite quietening or smiling to sound 
of familiar voice before being touched, 
but not when screaming. 
Demonstrates an awareness of others 
Displays distress to sudden or loud 
sounds. 
Quietens to the sound of a rattle or 
small bell rung gently out of sight. 
Responds with obvious pleasure to 
friendly handling when accompanied 
when playing tickling and vocal sounds. 
Smiles at people. 
Uses facial expressions or sounds to 
indicate happiness, sadness, anger and 
fear 
Watches their hands.  

Briefly holds an object for a few moments. 
Brings hands together into midline. 
Can keep hands open for most of the time. 
Follows a dangling toy from side to side 15cm – 25cm 
vertically and chest to brow. 
Follows adults’ movements. 
Kicks legs both alternating and occasionally together. 
Makes smoother and more continuous movements. 
Regards small objects for up to 2 seconds. 
Converges eyes as dangling toy is moved towards face. 
Tolerates a ball being rolled over their body. 
Tolerates a range of sounds. 
Touches their face with their hands. 
Visually pre-occupied by nearby human face. 
When lying on tummy briefly lifts head.  

 

Pink 
2 
 

Anticipates being fed by opening their 
mouth when they see the spoon. 
Attempts to get an object that they have 
dropped but can still see e.g. on the table. 
Attends briefly to their immediate 
environment when not engaged with a 
number of staff. 
Attend briefly to changes in their field of 
vision. 
Briefly looks at high contrast patterns. 
Demonstrates an awareness of familiar 
voices and faces. 
Dislikes an event or objects consistently 
when involved in daily routines. 
Engages in an activity with an adult for 3 
seconds. 
Engages in an activity with an adult for 5 
seconds. 
Explores objects and materials with their 
mouth. 
Focusses attention on moving objects. 
In the classroom tracks objects past 
midline. 
In a visually controlled environment tracks 
object through vertical and horizontal 
plane. 
Likes an object or event consistently when 
involved in familiar routines. 
Locates and fixes on objects in all 9 fields.  
Looks at their hands when not engaged 
with an adult. 
Maintains attention on objects for 5 
seconds. 
Maintains attention on sounds for 5 
seconds. 
Manipulates objects attentively, passing 
them frequently from hand o hand. 
Presses switch unintentionally. 
Reacts to deep pressure tactile 
stimulation. 
Reacts to fingers being touched. 
Reacts to gentle tickling. 
Reacts to new experiences. 
Reacts to toes being touched. 
Reacts when their feet are brushed with 
different textures. 
Reacts when their hands are brushed with 
different textures. 
Swipes at an object with intent to interact 
with it. 
Use hands to reach for and grasp small 
toys. 

Copies and repeats sounds 
Initiates bids for interaction through 
repeated sounds or behaviours.  
Maintains attention on someone 
speaking to them for 5 seconds. 
Makes a variety of sounds, squeals, 
growls, consonant vowel ga, da, ma, 
ba. 
Makes sounds when looking at 
people or motivating objects. 
Screams with annoyance. 
Shifts gaze between people and 
objects. 
Shows enjoyment when a familiar 
person copies their sounds. 
Shows evidence of selective 
response to different emotional tones 
of voice. 
Showa pleasure. 
Turns head away to indicate enough. 
Vocalises tunefully, louds, chuckles 
and squeals aloud in play. 

Demonstrates recognition of a familiar 
person. 
Demonstrates some shyness or even 
slight anxiety when approached too 
abruptly. 
Gives intermittent reactions to a familiar 
adult during interactive play session. 
Laughs, chuckles. 
Looks at a noisy toy at the same time 
as looking at it. 
Reaches out to touch a mirror. 
Reacts positively to physical touch in 
physiotherapy or massage session. 
Reacts to emotions in other people’s 
voices (reactions may vary). 
Shows a negative response when 
attention is withdrawn. 
Shows delighted response to active 
play. 
Shows positive response to attention. 
Smiles or vocalise when they see 
themselves in a mirror. 
Watches their hands. 
When offered a noisy object, reaches 
for it immediately and shakes to make a 
sound. 

Can roll over forwards and backward. 
Eyes move in unison  
Immediately stares at interesting object or toy 15 – 30cm 
away. 
Follow’s adult’s or child’s activities across the room with 
purposeful alertness. 
Holds an object for 1 minute. 
Kicks legs strongly. 
Lifts head and chest on front and supports self on extended 
arms. 
Moves arms with purpose, holds them up to be lifted. 
Picks up object in one hand e.g. quoit. 
Pulls self to sitting when hands are held.  
Reach for an objects when in a supported seating position. 
Sits with support. 
Touches small objects. 
Turns immediately to a familiar voice across the room. 
Turns to source at ear level. 
When in sitting position place hands beside them to take 
weight through their arms. 
When lying on front lifts head for 15 seconds. 
When sitting scratch at the table infront of them. 
When sitting with support moves head from side to side to 
look around. 
While on back grasps at one foot. 
While on back lifts legs into vertical position. 
While on back raises head to look at feet. 

Pink 
3 

 

Anticipates being fed by opening mouth 
when given and auditory cue. 
Bangs objects on different surfaces. 
Begins to point at more distant objects 
with same finger. 
Briefly focusses on an object when not 
engaged with an adult and reaches out to 
touch it. 
Demonstrates a clear and consistent 
response to a tactile based activity. 
Demonstrates a clear and consistent 
response to an auditory based activity. 

Babbles loudly and tunefully in long 
repetitive strings of syllables, largely 
for self amusement. 
Begins to show a preference from 2 
objects by reaching or looking at the 
one they want. 
Consistently respond to 2 objects or 
sounds of reference by 
demonstrating anticipation. 
Consistently respond to 4 objects of 
reference by demonstrating 
anticipation. 

Attunes to partner’s expression of 
emotion. 
Clearly distinguishes from familiars 
before accepting their advances. 
Clings to known person and hides face. 
Engages when alerted by partner. 
Grasps bell by handle and shakes in 
imitation. 
Holds, bites and chews a small piece of 
food. 
Imitates hand clasping. 
Plays “peek – a – boo” when initiated by 

Can release toy from grasp by dropping. 
Can turn body sidewards. 
Eagerly attentive to sound. 
Grasps toy in hand and offers to adult but can not yet give 
into adult’s hand. 
Holds standing, steps purposefully. 
Immediately stretches out to grasp a small toy when offered, 
with one hand leading. 
Looks in correct direction for falling or fallen object. 
Manipulates toy with lively interest, passing it from hand to 
hand. 
Progresses on floor by rolling, wriggling on abdomen or 
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Dislikes an activity or an object within a 
familiar and unfamiliar routines. 
Engages with an activity with an adult for 2 
minutes. 
Engages with an object with an adult for 2 
minutes. 
Explores an object by banging, patting, 
poking, smelling, tasting/ mouthing. 
Grasps string between finger and thumb in 
a scissor fashion in order to pull toys 
towards self. 
Imitates pushing a wheeled toy. 
Intentionally press a switch. 
Likes an object or activity within familiar 
and unfamiliar routines. 
May find a toy wholly hidden under a 
cushion or cup. 
Pokes at small objects with index finger. 
Remembers an action over a short period 
of time. 
Tries to get motivating object that is out of 
reach. 
Uses hands to explore preferred objects. 
Watches activities, people or animals 
within 3 or 4 metres with sustained 
interest. 
Watches toy being partially hidden under a 
cushion or a cup and then finds it. 

Demonstrate intentional 
communication. 
Largely attentive to everyday sounds, 
particularly voice. 
Imitates playful vocal and other 
sounds. 
Makes 2 similar sounds e.g. ba ba or 
da da.  
Repeats sounds back. 
Responds to tone of voice. 
Shouts to attract attention, listens and 
then shouts again. 
Understands ‘no’ and ‘bye bye’. 
Vocalises deliberately as a means of 
interpersonal communication in 
friendliness or annoyance. 

an adult. 
Responds to bids for interaction. 
Responds to changes in partners 
expression of emotion. 
Shakes a rattle, explores it with finger 
and bangs on the floor. 
Soothes when comforted by partner. 
Throws body back and stiffens in 
annoyance or resistance, usually 
protesting vocally at the same time. 
Tries to grasp spoon after being fed. 

crawling. 
Pulls to standing, but falls back with a bump. 
Regards unoffered but accessible toys before grasping, 
especially if unfamiliar. 
Sits and manipulates a toy. 
Turns to localise faint sounds on either side. 
Visually very attentive to people, objects and happenings in 
the environment. 
 

Pink 
4 

 

Begins to use trial and error with adult 
encouragement. 
Can refocus on an activity with adult 
support for up to 2 minutes. 
Demonstrates a brief interest in auditory 
activities when encouraged by an adult. 
Demonstrates a brief interest in objects 
when encouraged by an adult. 
Demonstrates a brief interest in tactile 
activities when encouraged by an adult. 
Engages in a tactile activities by keepin 
their hands on/ in it when prompted. 
Knows and immediately responds to own 
name. 
Listens with pleasure to sound making 
toys. 
Looks at the object/ material while they 
are exploring it. 
Manipulates toys and will shake to make a 
noise. 
May hand objects to adult on request, or 
demonstrate understanding by use of the 
object. 
Out of doors watches movement of 
people, animals or motor vehicles for 
prolonged periods. 
Points with index finger at objects of 
interest. 
Presses hard objects into soft objects. 
Reacts to a person disappearing from 
view with changing facial expression. 
Recognise familiar people approaching 
from a distance. 
Shows interest in pictures. 
To maintain attention on self- directed 
tasks for up to 5 minutes. 
Tries to roll a range of objects. 
Will put objects in and out of a cup or box 
when shown. 

Babbles loudly incessantly in 
conversation cadences. 
Demonstrates anger through 
expression and body language when 
people of objects frustrate them. 
Demonstrates contentment when 
people or objects meet their 
expectations. 
Exchange an object for purpose e.g. 
a cup for a drink or a wind up toy for 
an adult to co-operate. 
Gestures for physical contact by 
reaching towards an adult. 
Imitates adult playful vocalisations 
and may use a few words with great 
enthusiasm. 
Protests or refuses undesired food or 
objects. 
Responds to or attunes to changes in 
adult’s expression of emotions. 
Shows a preference for reaching for 
preferred items and discarding non – 
preferred items. 
Shows by behaviour that words are 
understood in usual context ie, drink, 
cat. 
To use objects of reference to make 
transitions to routine activities such 
as dinner time, snack time, playtime.  
Understand simple instructions 
associated with gesture, e.g. give to 
mummy. 
Vocalisations contain most vowels 
and many consonants. 
Waves goodbye appropriately. 

Demonstrates affection to familiars. 
Demonstrates happiness when 
presented with familiar activities. 
Drinks well from cup with little 
assistance. 
Expresses eagerness when presented 
with a familiar object. 
Gives toy to adult, sometimes 
spontaneously. 
Helps with dressing by holding out an 
arm for a sleeve and a foot for a shoe. 
Holds spoon and will attempt to use for 
feeding. 
Likes to be in sights of familiar people. 
Makes negative action to gain attention. 
Makes positive action to gain attention. 
Makes choice when offered by a 
partner. 
Plays pat – a – cake and waves 
goodbye both on request and 
spontaneously. 
Protests when favourite activity finishes. 
Quickly finds a toy hidden from view. 
Watches peers. 

Can hold large objects in 2 hands during play. 
Can rise from sitting position from lying down. 
Can turn towards a moving object. 
Crawls on hands and knees, shuffles on buttocks or bear 
walks. 
Drops and throws toys forward deliberately and watches 
them fall out of sight. 
Holding on to furniture walks around the furniture. 
Holds head steadily when looking at a new object 
Holds head steadily when looking at a new person. 
Holds on to squat to pick up a toy and returns to standing. 
Holds two bricks, one in each hand with a tripod grasp, and 
bangs together to make a noise. 
In controlled environment can locate a light source. 
In controlled environment can locate a sound source. 
Looks in correct place for toys that fall out of sight. 
May crawl upstairs. 
May stand, walk alone for a few minutes. 
Picks up small objects with near pincer grasp between 
thumb and tip of index finger. 
Pulls to standing and sits down again. 
Sits on the floor for indefinite time. 
Throws a small ball with a forward arm motion. 
Turns pages of a book, maybe several pages at a time. 
Uses both hands freely but may show a preference for one. 

Pink 
5 
 

Anticipate loud noises. 
Attempts to put object in a specific place. 
Copies an adult modelling using trial and 
error to solve simple problems – active vs 
blank switch. 
Copies an adult modelling using trial and 
error to solve simple problems – shape 
sorters. 
Copies an adult modelling using trial and 
error to solve simple problems – inset 
puzzles. 
Demonstrates a brief interest in pictures 
and sight when encouraged by an adult. 
Empties containers. 
Engages in co – active exploration when 
working with an adult. 
Explores properties and possibilities of 
toys, convenient household objects and 
sound makers with lively interest. 
Explores small objects when placed in 
front of them using all their senses. 
Helps to fill containers. 
Independently uses trial and error to 
explore. 
In the classroom can locate a light source. 
In the classroom can locate a sound 
source. 
In a classroom environment can turn 
towards movement. 
Looks at the person/ activity and maintains 
eye contact while engaged in the activity. 
Looks for hidden toy. 
Looks with interest at coloured pictures in 
books and pats pages. 
Physically restless and intensely curious 
regarding people, objects and events. 

Attempts to copy a facial expression. 
Attempts to get an adult’s attention by 
pulling them towards something. 
Come to an adult when they need 
help. 
Communicates wishes and needs by 
pointing and vocalising or screaming 
or through facial expressions. 
Demands desired objects out of 
reach by pointing with index finger 
Demonstrates understanding of 
common nouns by pointing/ looking 
at and reaching for named objects. 
Exchange a single photo/ symbol/ 
press a single switch to make a 
request. 
Goes to another adult if 
communication doesn’t work. 
Imitates two word phrase. 
Indicate that they want more, maybe 
with prompts. 
Indicates yes/ no. 
Joins in actions of familiar songs. 
May make speech like sounds. 
Reinforces choices with response 
such as smiling when they receive 
the object. 
Attempts to communicate when it 
doesn’t work. 
Responds to instructions within 
routines. 
Says a few recognisable words. 
Takes turns by repeating owns 
actions or sounds with an adult 
repeating the child’s actions. 
Understands and obeys simple 

 Attempts to hold spoon, bring it to 
mouth and lick it. Often turns spoon 
over in the process. 
Demonstrates sadness through 
expression and body language when 
actions upset them. 
Demonstrates sadness through 
expression and body language when 
people upset them. 
Demonstrate surprise through 
expression and body language when 
actions surprise them. 
Demonstrate surprise through 
expression and body language when 
people surprise them. 
Directs body movements towards an 
adult when engaged in an activity. 
Emotionally dependent upon adults 
reassuring presence. 
Helps more constructively with 
dressing. 
Holds and drinks from a cup with the aid 
of an adult. 
Hugs a teddy in play. 
Is affectionate to familiar people. 
Needs constant supervision for 
protection against dangers owing to 
extensive exploration of the 
environment. 
Plays to and fro games with an adult. 
Protests when distressed. 
Repeatedly casts toys in play or 
rejection and watches where they fall. 
Requests help when frustrated. 
Responds to adults’ efforts to move 
them away from a distressing situation. 

Begins to use the handrail when walking upstairs. 
Bends over and squats without support. 
Climbs in soft play and on to large objects. 
Creeps upstairs safely, may go downstairs backwards. 
Grasps crayon with whole hand, using palmer grip. 
Kicks a large ball. 
Kneels unaided or with support. 
Manipulatives cubes and may build a tower of two cubes 
after demonstration. 
May walk alone, usually with uneven steps, feet wide apart 
arms slightly flexed.  
Picks up string or small objects with a precise pincer grip. 
Scoops with a spoon. 
Stabs with a fork. 
Stops by failing or bumping into furniture. 
Uses either hand to imitate to and fro scribbling. 
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Reacts consistently to a stimulus in a 
familiar activity. 
Reacts excitedly to a new experience. 
Refocus on an activity by coming back to 
explore it further. 
Seeks assistance to put an object in a 
specific place. 
Shows definition by use of common 
objects. 
Stares at windows and watches outdoor 
happenings for several minutes, pointing 
to emphasise interest. 
Watches small toy being pulled across the 
floor. 

instructions such as ‘don’t touch’ 
‘come to dinner’ ‘give me the ball’. 
Use at least 3 different actions to gain 
an adult attention. 
Use objects/ now and next board to 
make transitions between activities 
and within activities. 
Use proximity to communicate, such 
as moving away or towards an adult. 

Responds to adult interaction leading to 
decrease in dis regulation in time and 
intensity. 
Responds to adults attempt to re-
engage in activity once soothed. 
Responds to adults attempt to soothe 
through engaging in a physical activity, 
such as jumping on a trampette. 
Shows pleasure  in joint activity. 
Use common objects purposefully in 
play such as home corner, self-care etc 
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Partnership Pathway Developmental Levels 

 Cognition and Learning Communication Social, Emotional, Mental Health Physical and Sensory 

Green 1 

 
Anticipates an action within a familiar 
routine when given an auditory que. 
Anticipate an action within a familiar 
routine when given a visual cue. 
Applies a familiar action to a new cause 
and effect toy to try and make it work. 
Assists with 1:1 matching activity e.g. 
handing out cups. 
Attracts the attention of a member of 
staff when they are not engaged in an 
activity by vocalisation. 
Aware of the relative size of objects. 
Begins to understand object 
permanence and will look for an object 
out of sight. 
Collects objects that interest them. 
Concentrates for 3 minutes when 
completing a task independently. 
Engages in new activities willingly. 
Enjoys simple picture books, often 
recognising and putting their finger on 
boldly coloured items on the page. 
Explores activities for 5 minutes when 
working with an adult. 
Explores the environment energetically 
and with increasing understanding. 
Explores objects appropriately by 
banging, sliding, tearing, scrunching, 
shaking, throwing and squeezing. 
Explores objects for 5 minutes when 
working with an adult. 
Handles objects with interest. 
Helps an adult to count objects, 
sometimes pointing to objects as an 
adult count. 
Holds pencil in mid or upper shaft in 
whole hand or in crude approximation of 
between thumb and finger. 
Independently uses trial and error to 
solve simple problems and is able to 
remember some of the results. 
Is aware of number names. 
Maintains interest in a picture for a 
minute while the contents is being 
named. 
Matches items by colour, such as putting 
the red items in a red dish. 
Matches objects by type such as car with 
car. 
Matches object to corresponding photo. 
Participates in familiar number songs 
and action rhymes. 
Points to distant interesting objects when 
outside. 
Puts small objects in and out of 
container. 
Reacts to a familiar member of staff after 
a period of separation. 
Recognises big and small items in 
meaningful context. 
Recognises familiar people at a 
distance. 
Remembers where objects belong. 
Responds to positional language within 
familiar routines such as put it in the box. 
Responds to their name by pausing and 
turning. 
Spontaneous to and fro scribbling and 
dots using either hand alone or 
sometimes with a pencil in both hands. 
Turns several pages at a time. 
Uses trial and improvement when first 
attempt fails. 

Anticipate outcome with enthusiasm such 
as ready steady go games. 
Attempts to get an adult’s attention. 
Attempts to sing. 
Begins to put 2 words together, this maybe 
verbally or using symbols with adults’ 
support. 
Can shift gaze between people and objects. 
Comments on objects actions and events 
using single words, signs or gesture. 
Copies simple sounds. 
Demands an object by pointing 
accompanied by loud, urgent vocalisations 
or single words. 
Demonstrates an understanding of common 
verbs by responding appropriately. 
Echoes prominent or last words in short 
sentences addressed to self. 
Engages in at least 4 consecutive 
exchanges between adult as partner. 
Enjoys nursery rhymes and tries to join in. 
Follows situational and gestural cues in 
familiar and unfamiliar circumstances. 
Follows the reference of an adult by turning 
towards when directed. 
Hands familiar object to adult when 
requested. 
Initiates communication by going to a 
specific place such as a cupboard when 
they want it open. 
Listens and responds to spoken 
communications directly to self. 
Makes a choice from 2 using photo/ 
symbols/ switches. 
Makes clear choices in structured sessions. 
Makes speech like sounds continually to 
self at play. 
Obeys simple instructions within routines, 
maybe supported by visual cues. 
Point to own or doll’s hair, shoes, nose or 
feet. 
Requests help with some adult modelling. 
Requests more. 
Requests their favourite activity when self-
selecting tasks. 
Respond to terms ‘you’ ‘yours’ ‘me’ and 
‘mine’ appropriately. 
Secures attention to self before making a 
request, 
Takes an adult to what they want. 
Understands ‘no’ 
Understands and uses symbols to express 
a range of emotions, self and other. 
Uses 6 – 20 recognisable words or symbols 
and understands many more. 
Uses distance and persistence to exchange 
a photo/ symbol to make a request. 
Uses vocalisations with conversational 
tunes and emotional inflections. 

Assist with dressing and undressing, 
taking off shoes, socks and hat (but 
seldom replace) 
Aware of daily routines and times of the 
day such as dinner time. 
Beginning to give notice of urgent toilet 
needs by restlessness and vocalisation. 
Begins to move to music. 
Changes actions when directed by an 
adult such as asking for a toy rather than 
taking it from another child. 
Changes expression in familiar  
activities based on adult’s feedback. 
Enjoys sensory experiences of making 
marks. 
Explores a range of media and material 
using their whole body. 
Fascinated by household objects and 
imitates simple everyday actions, such 
as sweeping the floor. 
Holds a cup between 2 hand and drinks 
without spilling much. 
Holds pens or paintbrush in palmer grip 
and makes random marks. 
Holds spoon and gets food to mouth 
although may play with food. 
Initiates a simple game such as hide face 
for a game of peek – a – boo. 
Is reassured only when with a familiar 
adult, alternating between clinging and 
resistance. 
Lifs cup alone but usually gives back to 
adult when finished. 
Looks at peer when their name is said. 
Makes choices when offered by an adult. 
Notices and is interested in the effects of 
making movements that leave marks. 
Offers an object to an adult. 
Participates in familiar number songs and 
action rhymes. 
Plays contently alone but likes to be near 
a familiar adult. Reacts with anger when 
their intentions are stopped. 
Reacts with sorrow in the absence of a 
familiar person or object. 
Responds and engages when an adult 
offers an activity. 
Responds to changes in adult’s 
expression of emotion. 
Shares negative and positive emotions 
with an adult. 
Soothes when comforted by an adult. 
Starts to indicate when wet or soiled 
pants. 
 

Backs into small chairs or slides in 
sideways to seat self. 
Begins to show preference for one 
hand. 
Builds a tower of 3 cubes after a demo 
and sometimes spontaneously. 
Can balance without using upper arms 
in extension to balance. 
Chooses to carry large doll or teddy 
bear while walking. 
Confidently walks downstairs holding a 
hand or a rail. 
Copies simple actions including lower 
body. 
Copies simple actions using upper 
body. 
Kicks a medium sized ball. 
Kneels upright on flat surfaces without 
support. 
Manipulates objects in increasingly 
complex ways such as turning a penny 
sized dial. 
Picks up small objects immediately on 
sight with a delicate pincer grip. 
Pushes and pulls large toys or boxes 
along the floor. 
Runs carefully, head held erect in 
midline, eyes fixed on the group 1 – 2 
meters ahead, but finds difficulty 
negotiating objects. 
Touches a range of textures without 
protest. 
Walks well with feet only slightly apart. 

Green 2 

 
Anticipates a sequence of daily events to 
a daily routine. 
Begin to show meaningful short 
sequences and definition by use of dolls 
house sized toys. 
Begin to realise that thins may happen 
‘now’ 
Begin to sort objects into groups. 
Begins to work systematically by 
imitating an adult. 
Builds a tower of 6 or 7 cubes. 
Can choose a favourite story or rhymes. 
Can sort objects and pictures by a given 
criteria. 
Can use some number names. 
Demonstrate surprise as materials 
change e.g. chocolate melts. 
Dismantles objects. 
Engages with and enjoys story books 
and pictures by themselves. 
Enjoys picture books and recognises fine 
details in favourite pictures. 
Exercises some care when warned that 
some things are hot. 
Explores a range of natural materials. 
Explores changes in the room. 

Asks for help using word, symbol or sign. 
Attends to communications addressed to 
self and begins to listen with obvious 
interest to more general conversations. 
Brings specific object to familiar routine on 
request. 
Carry out simple instruction such as ‘ go 
and see what the postman has brought’  
Communicates hello. 
Consistently asking the names of objects 
and people. 
Coordinates sounds/ words with gaze and 
gesture. 
Demonstrates an understanding of more 
complex verbs by response. 
Describes materials as hot, cold, rough, 
smooth, hard soft, the same as. 
Describes their action. 
Follows a 2 step instruction. 
Follows instructions with visual cues 
Goes to a requested place within a familiar 
routine. 
Indicates hair, hands, feet, eyes, nose, 
mouth and feet on request. 
Initiates a conversation when playing. 
Joins in nursery rhymes and songs. 

Asks for food and drink 
Attempts to verbalise toilet need in 
reasonable time. 
Begins to recognise a risk or a danger. 
Constantly demands parent’s or carer’s 
attention clings tightly in affection, fatigue 
or fear, although resistive and rebellious 
when thwarted.  
Defends own possessions with 
determination. 
Feeds self completely with spoon, with 
frequent prompts from an adult. 
Follows adult or carer around the house 
and imitate domestic activities 
spontaneously in play. 
Imitates a simple play sequence. 
Intensely curious regarding the 
environment. 
Joins in with favourite songs. 
Lifts cup and dinks well and replaces the 
cup on the table without difficulty. 
Looks at the marks they make. 
Looks where they place objects or 
materials. Pieces may be placed on top 
of each other. 
May take turns but as yet has little idea 

 Climbs on furniture to look out of the 
window or open a door and gets down 
again. 
Good manipulative skills; picks up tiny 
objects accurately and quickly and 
places down neatly and with increasing 
skill. 
Propels vehicle forwards without falling 
over with feet on the floor. 
Pulls small wheeled toy by chord with 
obvious appreciation of direction. 
Pushes and pulls large wheeled toys 
easily forward and usually able to walk 
backwards pulling the handle. 
Runs safely on whole foot, stopping and 
starting with ease and avoiding 
obstacles. 
Sits on a small tricycle but cannot pedal. 
Squats with complete steadiness to rest 
or play with an object on the ground and 
rises to feet without using hands. 
Walks into a large ball when trying to 
kick it. 
Walks upstairs and downstairs holding 
onto the rail or wall. Two feet to a step. 
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Holds a pencil well down the shaft 
towards the point, using thumb and first 
two fingers. 
Identifies properties of an animal when 
given 2 options. 
Identifies properties of an object when 
given the choice of 2. 
Imitates vertical lines and sometimes ‘V’ 
shape. 
Indicates they wish to know what is 
hidden. 
Initiates play activities. 
Investigates pulling and pushing a toy on 
different surfaces. 
Matches parts of objects that go together 
e.g. teapot and lid. 
Matches shapes to outline. 
Mostly uses preferred hand, 
spontaneous circle scribble as well as to 
and fro scribble and dots. 
Notices changes in the environment 
when the adult shows them. 
Offers object to a member of staff 
without being prompted. 
Recognises familiar adults in 
photographs after shown once, but not 
usually self yet. 
Remembers where objects belong. 
Shows increasing understanding of self 
in relation to size and position of objects 
in the environment and to enclosed 
spaces such as a cupboard or a 
cardboard box. 
Sustains attention on books and rhymes. 
Turns a screw toy clockwise and anti-
clockwise. 
Turns pages singly. 

Names familiar objects in pictures. 
Points to facial features when asked. 
Point to legs, feet, toes, hands, fingers, 
arms, tummy and back. 
Refers to self by name and talks to self 
continually in long monologues during play. 
Spontaneously imitates unfamiliar actions 
and words when modelled. 
Takes turns in an interaction. 
Uses 2 keywords to describe a picture or 
action with visual support or verbal 
prompting from an adult. 
Uses 50 or more recognisable words 
appropriately and understand many more. 
Uses verb and noun consistently to make 
requests e.g. open crisps. 

of sharing either toys or the attention of 
adults. 
Moves rhythmically to music. 
Plays contently near other children but 
not with them. 
Pretends that one object represents 
another, especially when they have 
characteristics in common. 
Puts on hat and shoes. 
Requests help when frustrated. 
Share an activity with a member of staff 
of their own initiative. 
Shares negative emotion to seek 
comfort. 
Shares positive emotion to seek 
interaction. 
Snips with assisted scissors. 
Spontaneously engages in simple or 
situational make – believe activities. 
Throws objects to indicate frustration. 
Turns door handles and often runs 
outside. 
When frustrated or trying to make 
themselves understood will tantrum but 
will attend readily when distracted. 
 

Green 3 

 
Accurately counts 3 objects. 
Applies a simple systematic approach to 
solving a problem such as looking close 
by for a lost item. 
Aware that they have similarities and 
differences that connect them to and 
distinguishes them from others. 
Begins to categorise objects according 
to properties such as shape or size. 
Begin to make comparisons between 
quantities. 
Begins to use the language of size. 
Builds a tower of 7 plus cubes using 
preferred hand. 
Comments as materials change. 
Creates and experiments with marks and 
symbols representing the ideas of 
numbers. 
Demonstrates intense curiosity. 
Distinguishes between different marks 
they make. 
Drops items into water and communicate 
what happened. 
Explores object/ activity for up to 10 
minutes. 
Identify when they are pushing or pulling 
an object. 
Knows that a group of objects change in 
quantity when something is added or 
taken away. 
Notices detailed features in an object in 
their environment. 
Identifies shapes and simple patterns in 
pictures. 
Operates mechanical toys. 
Plays independently for 10 minutes. 
Recites some number names in 
sequence. 
Recognises minute detail in picture 
books. 
Recognises themselves in photographs 
once shown. 
Selects a small number of objects from a 
group when asked ‘give me one more’ 
Show awareness that something always 
happens, such as water always makes 
paper wet. 
Understands and talks about immediate 
past or future. 
Understands and uses positional 
language in familiar and unfamiliar 
situations. 
Uses some language of quantity such as 
some and a lot. 

Able to fill in missing words or phrases in 
known stories and rhymes. 
Continually asks questions beginning ‘what’ 
or ‘who’ 
Describes an object in their hand giving one 
property. 
Enjoys simple and familiar stories read from 
a picture book. 
Follows simple instructions on request in 
unfamiliar or new contexts such as roll a roll 
a ball in a different room. 
Gaze from one speaker to another. 
Goes to requested place. 
Knows full name. 
Points to hips, elbow, shoulder, knee and 
ankle when asked. 
Repeats words and phrases from familiar 
stories. 
Says a few nursery rhymes. 
Takes part in simple conversations with an 
adult. 
Talks audible and intelligibly to self at play, 
concerning events happening here and 
now, 
Uses 2 keywords to describe a picture of an 
action such as monkey drinking. 
Uses early relational words; disappearance, 
no, gone, all gone, bye bye. 
Uses early relational words: existence, this, 
that, her, what’s that 
Uses early relational words: re – 
occurrence, more, again, another. 
Uses early relational words:: rejection, no, 
stop. 
Uses pronouns I, me, you correctly. 
Uses 200 or more recognisable words, but 
speech shows numerous immaturities of 
articulation and sentence structure. 
Uses yes and no correctly and consistently. 

Applies glue and places materials in a 
space. 
Begin to pretend in play. 
Begins to use representations to 
communicate such as naming drawings. 
Creates deliberate sounds by shaking, 
blowing and tapping. 
Demonstrates control when making 
sounds with instruments. 
Eats skilfully with a spoon and may use a 
fork. 
Engages in more sustained role play with 
frequent reference to a friendly adult. 
Exercises some caution when warned 
something is dangerous. 
Experiments with blocks of colours and 
marks. 
Has little understanding of common 
dangers. 
Indicates the need for the toilet an an 
appropriate time. 
Listens to and engages in a range of 
music. 
Mixes colours. 
Offers an object to a peer without being 
prompted. 
Plays meaningfully with dolls house 
furniture toys and adds an intelligent 
commentary. 
Pulls down pants when using the toilet 
but seldomly able to replace them. 
Remembers simple play sequence and 
uses it during independent play. 
Returns to new and unfamiliar objects to 
explore it further. 
Shares an activity with a peer of their 
own initiative. 
Uses a variety of objects appropriately. 
Uses a variety of objects in construction 
play. 
Uses behaviour strategies modelled by 
an adult to regulate arousal level. 
Uses behavioural strategies to engage 
productively in an extended activity. 
Uses language strategies to request a 
break. 
Watches others at play with interest, 
occasionally joining in for a few minutes. 
 

All locomotion skills are rapidly 
improving. 
Begin to use a tripod grip to hold a pen. 
Can jump with two feet together from a 
low step. 
Can pour from a jug. 
Can stand on tip toes if shown. 
Kicks a ball but gently and lopsided. 
Pushes and pulls large toys skilfully but 
may have difficulty steering around 
obstacles.  
Runs well and climbs school apparatus. 
Shows some hand dominance. 
Snips with conventional scissors. 
Throws a ball from hand somewhat 
stiffly at body level. 
Walks upstairs and downstairs 
confidently holding a rail. Two feet on a 
step. 
 

Green 4 

 
 Accurately counts up to 5 objects. 
Actively wants to explore. 
Anticipates key events and phrases in 
stories. 
Asks questions about new/ unfamiliar 
object/ event. 
Copies circles, VH and T and attempts a 
cross. 
Draws a person with a head and usually 
indication of one or two other parts or 
features. 
Explores objects for up to 10 minutes 

Asks simple why questions. 

Asks many questions starting who, what 
and where. 
Begins to use social phrases such as 
please, thankyou and sorry with prompts. 
Begins to use some plurals correctly. 
Brings a specific object from another room 
when asked. 
Carries out simple conversation and able to 
briefly describe activities and past 
experiences. 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic 

Begins to construct, build ad balance. 
Begins to move rhythmically  
Builds stories around toys, such as 
rescue a cat. 
Can pull pants up and down themselves 
but needs help with buttons and 
fastenings.  
Creates pictures, prints and collages by 
deliberately placing objects or materials. 
Demonstrates a vivid make believe 
including inventing people and objects. 
Eats with fork and spoon. 

Can close fist and wiggle thumb in 
imitation, left and right. 
Can copy simple shapes. 
Can sit with feet crossed at ankles. 
Can stand on one foot momentarily 
when shown. 
Can stand up and walk on tip toes. 
Can throw a ball over arm and catch a 
large ball on to both arms extended. 
Can turn around obstacles and corners 
while running and also while pushing or 
pulling large toys. 
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and communicates what they have 
found. 
Finds an object that is different. 
Finds an object that is similar. 
Finds materials with a specific property. 
Holds pencil near the point in preferred 
hand between first two fingers and has 
good control. 
Identifies things in the environment that 
can be pushed and pulled. 
Independently explores objects and 
communicates the differences that they 
find. 
Independently explores objects and 
communicates the similarities that they 
find. 
Interacts logically with new/ unfamiliar 
object. 
Investigates and find an object that 
meets their needs such as a lego piece 
or a cardboard box. 
Investigate how they can make an object 
move. 
Joins in with repeated refrains. 
Joins in with stories and poems 1:1 and 
small groups. 
Knows that some common materials can 
change such as ice melting. 
Looks at books independently. 
Makes predictions-based on previous 
experience. 
Makes arrangements with shapes and 
objects. 
Makes sets of 1 or 2 
Manipulates objects in their hands and 
identifies properties such as hard or soft. 
Matches 2 or 3 primary colours. 
May know some names of colours. 
Obviously appreciates size and 
movement of own body in relation to 
external objects ad space. 
Participates in rhyming activities. 
Points to objects and uses number 
names when asked ‘how many?’ 
Push, pulls or spins an objects to see 
how it moves. 
Recites numbers to 10 in order. 
Recognises logos in the environment. 
Recognises numerals to 5. 
Recognises own name in written form. 
Recognises some high interest words. 
Shows an interest in technical toys. 
Shows an interest in illustrations. 
Shows interest in numerals. 
Sometimes gives meaning to the marks 
they make. 
Sometimes matches numerals to 
quantities (1 – 5) 
Uses positional language in, on and 
under. 
Use some number names and language 
spontaneously. 

concepts such as size shape and colour. 
Describes a simple sequence of actions. 
Follow a 2 step instruction in unfamiliar 
situations. 
Follows instructions containing 3 keywords, 
veb, adjective and noun. 
Gives full name and sex and sometimes 
age. 
Knows several nursry rymes/ simple 
rhymes and songs to repeat and sometimes 
sing. 
Large vocabulary intelligible to strangers 
but may contain unconventional 
grammatical forms. 
Eagerly listens to stories and may request 
their favourite over and over again. 
Listens for the answer to a question. 
Modulates speech in loudness and range of 
pitch. 
Recognises breakdown in communication. 
Recognises when someone is wrong such 
as calling a dog a cat. 
Repeats or modifies communication to 
repair. 
Shows ability to change focus from adult to 
another child in an activity. 
Understands a variety of meanings in word 
combinations without contextual clues: 
modifier and object. 
Understands a variety of meanings in word 
combinations without contextual clues: 
negative and object. 
Understands a variety of meanings in word 
combinations without contextual clues: 
person, object and action. 
Understands a variety of relational words 
without contextual cues: actions. 
Understands a variety of relational words 
without contextual cues: modifier attribute. 
Understands a variety of relational words 
without contextual cues: modifier 
possession. 
Uses 2 word phrases to include noun and 
adjective. 
Uses 3 keywords in a phrase to describe a 
picture or an action. 
Uses intonation when talking. 
Uses personal pronouns and plurals 
correctly and also most prepositions. 
Verbally expresses dislikes. 
Verbally expresses likes. 
 
 
 
 
 

Engages in imaginative role play based 
on their own experiences. 
Enjoys playing on the floor with toys, e.g. 
playing with trains alone or in the 
company of peers. 
Follows situational and gestural cues in 
unfamiliar situations. 
General behaviour is becoming 
amenable and can be affectionate ate 
confiding. 
Joins in with dancing and ring games. 
Knows that colours can eb changed. 
Knows that sounds can be changed. 
Likes to help adult with domestic 
activities like gardening and shopping. 
Makes an effort to keep surroundings 
tidy. 
Participates in new and changing 
situations. 
Shows some appreciation of difference 
between past and present and the need 
to wait. 
Sing a few familiar songs. 
Taps out simple rhythms. 
To use behavioural strategies to regulate 
arousal levels during transitions. 
To use behavioural strategies to regulate 
arousal levels during new and changing 
situations. 
Washes hands but needs adult 
supervision when drying. 
 
 

Climbs apparatus with agility. 
Cuts with pupil scissors. 
Draws lines and circles using gross 
motor skills. 
Kicks ball forcibly. 
Rides tricycle using pedals and can 
steer round wide corners. 
Usually jumps from bottom step with 2 
feet together. 
Walks upstairs alternating feet, walks 
downstairs 2 feet on one step and can 
carry a large toy. 
Walks forwards, backwards and 
sidewards carrying a large toy with 
complete confidence. 
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Team Pathway Developmental Levels 

 Cognition and Learning Communication Social, Emotional, Mental Health Physical and Sensory 

Blue 1 

 
Appreciates past, present and future times. 
Beginning to name drawings before 
production. 
Begins to represent numbers using fingers 
and marks made on paper. 
Begins to talk about shapes using everyday 
language. 
Builds 3 steps with 6 cubes after 
demonstration. 
Builds a tower of 10 or more cubes and 
several bridges of 3 from one model on 
requet or spontaneously. 
Can blend sounds in words with 3 known 
graphemes. 
Can say a sound for 20 plus graphemes. 
Compares two groups of numbers and say if 
they have more or the same number. 
Completes a simple computer program. 
Copies a cross also letters VTH and O 
Counts by rote up to 20 or more and 
beginning to count objects by word and 
counting touching in 1:1 correspondence up 
to 10. 
Distinguishes between pictures and writing in 
their own work. 
Draws a person with head, legs and trunk 
and usually arms and fingers. 
Draws a recognisable house on request and 
spontaneously. 
Holds and uses pencil with good control in 
adult fashion. 
Is beginning to be aware of the way stories 
are constricted. 
Knows that information can be relayed in the 
form of print. 
Knows that in English we read left to right 
and top to bottom. 
Listens to stories and can retell them in their 
own words. 
Makes sets of up to 5. 
Matches and names 4 colours correctly. 
Realises that anything not only objects can 
be counted such as claps or jumps. 
Recognises numerals to 10. 
Recognises syllables. 
Separates a group of 3 or 4 objects and in 
different ways and realise that the total is the 
same. 
Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
Suggest how a story may end. 
Understand terms behind and in front. 

Comments on immediate past and 
imagined events. 
Enjoys jokes and verbal incongruities. 
Externally asking why, when, how and 
the meaning of words. 
Gives a connected account of recent 
activities and events. 
Gives full name, address and usually 
age. 
Knows several rhymes and songs that 
are sung repetitively and correctly. 
Listens to and tells long stories, 
sometimes confusing fact and fiction. 
Provides requested information about 
immediate past event and future events. 
Requests information about anticipated 
plans and outcomes. 
Speaks grammatically correct and 
completely intelligible might have a few 
phonic substitution.  

Brushes teeth. 
Can quarrel with classmates when 
wishes are crossed. 
Can dress and undress except for laces, 
ties and back buttons. 
Can use verbal impertinence with adults. 
Changes emotional expression based on 
partners’ feedback. 
Creates complicated floor games and 
can leave things quite untidy. 
Creates movement in response to music. 
Creates out- of – doors building with any 
materials available. 
Cut out shapes for a purpose. 
Eats skilfully with spoon and fork. 
Enjoys dramatic make believe and 
dressing up. 
General behaviour is more independent 
and strongly self-willed. 
In artwork can build models. 
Is interested in and can describe the 
texture of objects. 
Knows that tools can be used for a 
purpose. 
Makes up rhymes and stories. 
Responds to information or strategies 
offered by partners. 
Shows concern for younger peers and 
playmates in distress. 
Show a sense of humour in talk and 
activities. 
Shows an understanding that they can 
use a line to enclose a space and starts 
to use shapes to represent objects. 
Soothes when comforted by partners. 
Understands and uses early emotional 
words. 
Understands and uses graded emotions. 
Understand how lines can be used to 
enclose a space and draw shapes. 
Understands turn taking as well as 
sharing. 
Uses advanced emotion words. 
Uses available resources to create 
props. 
Uses conventional scissors. 
Uses drawn shapes to represent objects. 
Use non- verbal cues of emotional 
expression. 
Wants companionship of other children 
and can alternate between cooperative 
and argumentative more with words than 
blows. 
Washes a d dries hands. 

Arranges and picks up objects from the 
floor by bending at the waist with knees 
extended. 
Can copy some letters. 
Can stand, walk, and run on tip toe. 
Climbs ladders and trees. 
Expert rider of a tricycle, executing 
sharp turns easily. 
Imitates spreading of hand and bring 
thumb into opposition with each finger in 
turn left and right. 
Negotiates self locomotion skilfully, 
turning sharp corners, running, pushing 
and pulling. 
Shows increasing skill in ball games, 
throwing, catching, bouncing, kicking 
etc… including the use of a bat. 
Sits with knees crossed. 
Stands on one foot for 3 seconds and 
hops on preferred foot. 
Walks or runs alone up and down stairs, 
one foot to a step in adult fashion. 

Blue 2 
 

Accurately counts objects that can not be 
moved. 
Adds by counting on. 
Attempts to write short sentences. 
Begin to break the flow of writing into words. 
Begins to read words and simple sentences. 
Begins to use everyday language related to 
money. 
Builds elaborate models when shown. 
Can name picture before production. 
Can segment the sounds in simple words. 
Can continue a rhyming string. 
Copies a square and letter VTHOXLACUY 
Counts fingers on one hand with the index 
finger of the other hand. 
Counts objects to 10 that are arranged in a 
group or irregular arrangement. 
Describes shapes using corners, edges and 
faces. 
Draw a house with door, windows, roof and 
chimney. 
Draws a recognisable man with head, trunk, 
legs, arms and features. 
Estimates how many objects and checks by 
counting. 
Gives meaning to words that they write and 
pictures that they draw. 
Good control in writing and drawing with 
pencil and paintbrush. 
Hears and says initial sounds in words. 
Knows that information can be retrieved from 
books or computers. 
Knows the names and sounds of letters of 
the alphabet. 
Makes sets of up to 10. 
Names 4 or more colours. 
Orders 2 items by height, weight, capacity 
and weight. 
Recognises numerals up to 20. 
Says one less than a given number. 
Says one more than a given number. 
Selects and uses technology for a particular 
purpose. 
Solves problems involving doubling. 
Solves problems involving halving. 

Constantly asks the meaning of abstract 
words and uses them in and out of 
context. 
Defines concrete nouns by use, 
Delights in reciting or singing rhymes 
and jingles. 
Enjoys jokes and riddles. 
Gives full name, age and usually 
birthday. 
Gives home address. 
Has friendships with partners who share 
interests. 
Initiates and maintains conversations 
about partners interests. 
Initiates a variety of conversation topics. 
Loves to be read to or told stories and 
acts them out in detail later, alone or 
with friends. 
Maintains interaction by providing or 
requesting relevant information. 
Prefers to be engaged with partners. 
Provides needed information based on 
partners knowledge of the topic. 
Requests information about immediate 
past, present or future events. 
Shows reciprocity in speaker and 
listener roles to share experiences. 
Speech (communication) is fluent, 
grammatically correct and usually 
phonetically correct except for the S-F-
TH confusion. 

Appreciates the meaning of time in 
relation to daily programme. 
Chooses own friends. 
Comforts playmates in distress. 
Comprehends the need for order and 
tidiness but needs constant reminders. 
Creates simple representations of 
people, events and objects. 
Engages in complicated floor games. 
Experiments to create different textures. 
Expresses ideas and feelings through 
art, music and dance. 
Introduces a storyline into their play. 
Manipulates modelling materials to 
achieve the planned effect. 
Plans and builds constructively in and 
out of doors. 
Plays in common activity with other 
children. 
Responds to feedback with regards to 
appropriateness of emotional display. 
Responds to feedback with regards to 
appropriateness of regulatory strategies. 
Selects resources appropriate to adapt 
work. 
Selects tools and techniques needed to 
shape, assemble and join the materials 
they are using. 
Shows a definite sense of humour. 
Takes on role and cooperate with peers 
in dramatic play. 
Takes on role and engages in dramatic 
play. 
Tender and protective towards younger 
children and pets. 
Undresses and dresses alone. 
Use behaviour modelled by partners to 
guide behaviour. 
Uses knife and fork competently. 
Use logical sequence of actions in play 
about familiar events. 
Use logical sequence of actions in play 
about less familiar events. 
Uses miniature or abstract objects as 
props. 

Active and skilful in climbing, swinging, 
digging, sliding and doing various stunts 
and skips on alternative feet. 
Can bend to touch toes without flexing 
knees. 
Can hop 2 meters forwards on each 
foot. 
Can stand on one foot for 8 – 10 
seconds on either foot and also usually 
stands on preferred foot with arms 
folded. 
Experiment with different ways of 
moving. 
Grips strongly with either hand. 
Handles tools safely and with control. 
Jumps off and lands appropriately. 
Moves rhythmically to music. 
Picks up and replaces minute objects. 
Plays all variety of ball games with 
considerable ability including those 
which require appropriate placement or 
scoring according to accepted rules. 
Runs lightly on toes. 
Walks easily on a narrow line. 
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Solve problems involving sharing. 
Spontaneously produces many other pictures 
containing several items and usually 
indication of background or environment. 
Subtracts by counting back. 
Uses language mor, less or fewer to 
compare sets. 
Use mathematical names to name 3D 
shapes. 
Uses some clearly identifiable letters. 
Uses terms in front, behind, next to and 
opposite. 
Use vocabulary and speech that is 
influenced by books. 
Using objects adds and subtracts two single 
digit numbers. 
Writes a few letters spontaneously. 
Writes captions and labels. 
Writes own name. 

Washes and dries hands and face, but 
needs help or supervision with the rest. 

Blue 3 
 

Beginning to think in a more co-
ordinated way and can hold more than one 
point of view at a time.  
 Beginning to develop concepts of quantity, 
length, measurement, distance, area 
time, volume  capacity and weight.  
 Able to distinguish the difference between 
reality and fantasy, but are often still 
frightened by supernatural characters in 
books, TV and so on.  
 Are interested in basic scientific principles.  
 Are increasingly influenced by cultural 
conventions in drawing and writing and 
combine their own personal symbols with 
letters from the alphabet.  
 Can write their name and may begin to write 
simple stories  
 Draws people in detail including, for 
instance, eyebrows and eyelashes, and 
buttons and laces on clothes.  
 Can read phonetically regular words of more 
than one syllable   
 Can read many irregular but high frequency 
words  
 Use phonic, semantic and syntactic 
knowledge to understand unfamiliar 
vocabulary.  
 Can describe the main events in simple 
stories that they have read.  
 Can spell phonetically regular words of more 
than one syllable.  
 Can spell irregular words that are high 
frequency words.  
 Use features of their own narrative in their 
writing.  
 Estimate a number of objects and check 
quantities up to 20.  
 Solve practical problems than involve 
combining groups of2, 5 or 10  
 Solve practical problems that involve sharing 
into equal groups.  
 Can estimate, measure, weigh and compare 
objects.  
 Can order objects by length, height or 
weight   
 Talk about properties of shape, position and 
time.  
 Know the properties of some materials and 
suggests some purposes that they are used 
for.  
 
 

Can pronounce the majority of sounds in 
their own language  
 Talk fluently and with confidence  
 Can remember and repeat nursery 
rhymes and songs.  
 Can hold a long conversation with 
another child or an adult, naturally taking 
turns in speaking and listening.  
 Can listen to instructions and follow 
them accurately.  
 Ask for clarification.  
 Listen with sustained concentration to a 
story without pictures or props.  
 Listen in larger groups, e.g. assembly.  
 Can express views about events or 
characters in a story.  
 Answer questions about why things 
happen.  
 Show awareness of the listener by 
making changes to language and non 
verbal features.  
 Recount experiences and imagine 
possibilities, often connecting ideas.  
 Use a variety of vocabulary to add 
information.  
 Use a variety of vocabulary to express 
ideas.  
 Use a variety of vocabulary to explain 
or justify actions or events.  
 Confident to speak to a class group.  
 Can talk about plans they have made.  
 

Can carry out simple tasks, such as 
peeling vegetables, hanging up clothes.  
 Choose friends mainly because of their 
personality and interests.  
 Begin to compare themselves with other 
people.  
  Assign roles to others in elaborate play 
and role-play.  
 Role-play situations of which they have 
no personal experience ( fantasy).   
 Beginning to develop concepts such as 
forgiveness and fairness  
 Can identify their own strengths.  
 Identify things that they do not find 
easy.  
 Know some ways to manage their 
feelings and begin to use these.  
 Listen to suggestions from their peers 
and plan how to achieve an outcome 
without adult help.  
 Know when and how to stand up for 
themselves appropriately.  
 Can stop and think before acting.  
 Can wait for things they want.  
 Can play group games with rules.  
 Understand that someone else’s view 
can be different from theirs.  
 Resolve minor disagreements through 
listening to each other and coming up 
with a fair solution.  
 Understand what bullying is and that it is 
unacceptable behaviour.  
 Know that media and materials can be 
changed and combined.  
 Talk about ideas and processes which 
have led them to make music, designs, 
images or products.  
 

. Can jump off apparatus with 
confidence  
 Can run, jump and kick a ball up to 6 
metres.  
 Can hop easily with good balance.  
 Can catch and throw balls with 
accuracy  
 Can ride a two-wheeled bike, possible 
without stabilisers  
 Can skip in time to music.  
 Beginning to write letters on a line and 
control letter size.  
 Can make healthy choices.  
 Can successfully manage buttons, 
laces and zips.  
 

Blue 4 
 

Are able to conserve numbers – for example 
they know that there are 10 sweets whether 
they are pushed close together or spread 
apart.  
 Able to express themselves in speech and 
writing  
 Can use a computer mouse and keyboard 
for simple work processing.  
 Enjoy learning mathematical and scientific 
concepts such as adding and subtracting 
numbers  
Perform simple calculations in their head  
 Begin to understand how to tell the time.  
 May be interested in design and in working 
models.  
 Able to arrive at logical conclusions and to 
understand cause and effect.  
 

Enjoy word games and riddles.  
 Likes to express and communicate 
their thoughts  - about a book they have 
read or a TV programme they have 
seen.  
 Respond to questions about others in 
relative terms for example ‘She is better 
at running than me’.   
 Begin to understand book language and 
that stories have characters and a plot.  
 

Have a clear sense of right and wrong.  
 Express feelings of awe and wonder, 
particularly about nature and plants etc.   
 Learn how to control their emotions and 
realise they can keep their own thoughts 
private.  
 Form close friendships  
Take part in games with rules.  
 Engage in complex co-operative play, 
using more people, props and ideas.  
 Completely independent in washing, 
dressing and toileting skills.  
Able to speak up for themselves.  
 

Can hop on either leg and walk along a 
thin line with their arms outstretched for 
balance.  
 May be expert at riding  a two wheeled 
bike or using roller skates.  
 Can climb on play apparatus.  
 Are able to control their speed when 
running and can swerve to avoid 
collision.  
 Are skilful in catching and throwing a 
ball, using one hand only.  
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Riverwalk Curriculum: Engagement Pathway 

Cognition and Learning 
 
Pupils will develop 
responsiveness to 
enable them to: 
 

 
react to strong/ contrasting stimuli 
consistently respond to a range of sensory experiences 
respond to an enjoyable experience 
respond to an interaction initiated by an adult 
respond to events and objects that happen/ appear within their field of vision 
respond to familiar people/ objects 
consistently demonstrate a dislike for an event/ activity 
demonstrate anger/ contentment/ happiness/ sadness/ surprise through body language 
when adults or actions affect them. 
 

Pupils will develop 
curiosity to enable them 
to:  
 

locate a range of stimuli 
track objects/ lights/ sounds 
look at a person/ object 
reach out to touch 
grasp an object 
show a heightened response to experiences/ activities 
engages in an activity with an adult 
express eagerness 
look around a new environment 
 

Pupils will develop 
investigation to enable 
them to: 
 

attend to stimuli that is presented close by and in their direct line of vision 
use their all their senses to explore stimuli 
engage in co active exploration with an adult 
turn to locate a stimulus  
 

Pupils will develop 
discovery to enable 
them to: 
 

react to sudden or dramatic changes 
demonstrate surprise 
use switches and touch screens to activate effects 
observe the result of their action 
 

Pupils will develop 
anticipation to enable 
them to: 
 

demonstrate a consistent response to stimuli 
show a response to familiar people 
shows a response to familiar places 
cooperate with an adult during a familiar routine 
show anticipation within a familiar activity by movement, body language or vocalisation 
repeat action for effect 
follow situational cues in familiar activities 
 

Pupils will develop 
initiation to enable them 
to: 
 

state preferences for activities 
state preferences within activities 
explore own hands facial features when not directly working with an adult 
explore objects and activities when not directly working with an adult. 
 

Pupils will develop 
perseverance to enable 
them to: 

maintain attention when alert and ready 
engage in an activity with a member of staff 
maintain attention on moving objects/ people 
refocus on an activity with adult support 
request support from an adult to solve a problem 
explore independently for up to 5 minutes 
 

 
Pupils will have the opportunity to learn in a variety of contexts, including 1:1, small groups and large groups. 
 
 
Pupils will have access to a range of differentiated and motivating activities. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to lead their learning within a stimulating learning environment. 
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Communication and Interaction 
 
Pupils will develop 
expressive language to 
enable them to: 
 

 
show preferences and begin to make choices 
refuse undesired actions/ activities 
vocalise in response to an interaction 
initiate an interaction 
engage in brief reciprocal interaction 
repeat and copy sounds  
look at faces directly in line 
communicate positive emotions/ negative emotion through vocalisations, body language 
or stilling 
initiate a simple game e.g. peek a boo 
share attention 
greet familiar people within a routine 
seek assistance 
be able to repair communication breakdown with support from a familiar adult 
use simple gestures 
make a variety of sounds 
use some single words in routine 
 

Pupils will develop 
receptive language to 
enable them to: 
 

understand simple gestures 
respond to visual cues (objects/ photos/ symbols) 
respond consistently to their name 
respond to a variety of sounds 
recognise familiar people 
respond to some single words within a familiar context. 
follow a contact point (looks at what a person is touching) 
follow a distal point 
shift gaze between person and object 
 

 
Pupils will have access to a learning environment that promotes total communication. 
 
Pupils will develop their communication skills using appropriate communication systems following advice and 
outcomes set by a Speech Therapist. 
 
Pupils will have opportunities to use and generalise their communication skills throughout the day. 
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Social, Emotional and Mental Health (to include creativity and the arts) 
 
Pupils will develop social 
and emotional 
understanding to enable 
them to: 
 

 
respond to adults 
develop relationships with a familiar adult 
enjoy the company of others 
engage in an activity offered by an adult 
request a social game 
initiate and terminate an activity 
continue an enjoyable activity 
express different emotions 
calm after moments of distress with adult support 
request assistance to regulate their emotions 
respond to adult’s expression of emotion 
takes turns with an adult 
play and explore alongside others 
participate in new activities and experiences 
 
 

Pupils will develop 
creativity to enable them 
to: 
 

show a response to music and sounds 
express pleasure 
move their body to music 
experiment using different media and materials e.g. paint, chalk, pens and paper. 
explore colour, pattern and texture 
use their body to make marks 
use familiar objects in play 
imitate a simple play sequence 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to play and explore alongside a variety of peers and adults. 
 
Pupils will be given time to allow them to make choices, solve problems and complete activities at their own pace. 
 
 

 

Sensory and Physical 
 
Pupils will develop 
physical and sensory 
skills to enable them to: 
 
 

 
be aware of their body 
move their body with increasing control 
experience movement in different directions 
experience a range of positions 
develop core stability  
balance on large body parts 
use their hands to grasp, hold and release a range of objects, including using a pincer 
grip for small objects. 
use their hands to explore and handle objects of different sizes 
show interest in a variety of sensory experiences 
seek and tolerates a variety of sensory experiences 
respond to sensory experiences with differentiated emotions 
 
 

Pupils will develop their physical skills following guidance from physiotherapists and occupational therapists as 
appropriate. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to use their physical skills to assist with self help activities, such as feeding and 
dressing, to achieve the highest level of independence. 
 
Pupils will have access to strategies and resources that support them in regulating sensory input e.g. headphones/ 
time on the swing.  
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Riverwalk Curriculum: Partnership Pathway 

Cognition and Learning 
Pupils will develop 
responsiveness to 
enable them to: 
 

indicate yes/ no while working with an adult 
show clear responses to activities and people 
offer an object to an adult 
offer an object to a peer 
shows pleasure when hearing about something they like 

Pupils will develop 
curiosity to enable 
them to:  
 

responds to something new by stopping an activity 
searches for hidden objects 
demonstrate confusion when an expected event doesn’t happen e.g bell does not make a 
noise when rung 
responds to something new with questions/ asks questions 
identify something they want to know more about 
 

Pupils will develop 
investigation and 
science skills to 
enable them to: 
 

independently explore items and materials using 
i) Touch 
ii) Smell 
iii) Taste 

drop items into water to see if they float or sink 
push, pull and spin objects to make them move 
watches the effects of different tools on dough 
dismantle an object 
attempt to reassemble an object 
post objects 
demonstrate an understanding of how things work e.g winds up a car to make it move 
interact logically with a new object e.g. pressing buttons and expect it to make a noise 
investigate how they can make an object move 
investigate to find an object that meets their needs e.g. a big container 
compare objects 
investigate how they can change an outcome e.g. make a car go faster 
find an object that is similar/ different  
explore change in the natural environment e.g. growing seeds 
 

Pupils will develop 
discovery and 
science skills to 
enable them to: 
 

explore materials to identify properties e.g. magnetic/ materials that bend. 
mix different substances with water  
press switches in a random order and watch outcome 
accept help 
explore changes 
identify simple change 
engage in activities that they have not done before 
request new materials e.g. requesting foil during a sticking activity 
take lids off containers  
communicate what they have found out 
 

Pupils will develop 
anticipation to 
enable them to: 
 

remember where objects belong 
solve simple problems using knowledge from a previous experience 
look for a familiar adult in an unfamiliar situation 
remember a response to an activity over extended periods of time 
use symbols and objects to make transitions between familiar activities and places. 
follow auditory cues e.g. hello music 
begin to make predictions based on previous knowledge/ experience 
have an awareness of cause and effect 
begin to exercise care when warned that something is dangerous 
communicate the next step in a familiar activity 
 

Pupils will develop 
initiation to enable 
them to: 
 

initiate interactions 
point to distant interesting objects 
test out new ideas 
make choices within an activity 
demonstrate an interest and join in 
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Pupils will develop 
perseverance to 
enable them to: 

re-engage with an activity with spoken help 
stay involved in an independent activity when it interests them for 10 minutes 
solve simple problems using trial and error 
begin to use a systematic approach to solve a problem 
use discussion with themselves to work out problems 
maintain focus on a task to complete it 
return to an activity to explore it further 
accept a challenge 

  
Pupils will develop 
Literacy skills to 
enable them to: 
 

hold a pencil with a conventional grip and make marks 
draw a circle and trace simple lines and shapes 
trace/ copy letters/ words 
enjoy looking at simple picture books by turning pages, lifting flaps and pointing to pictures that 
interest them 
differentiate between text and pictures 
identify some environmental sounds 
join in with repeated phrases and rhymes 
recognise words and signs in the environment e.g. Tesco 
recognise their name  
begin to recognise high interest words 
recognise initial sounds in words 
link letter sounds to letter shapes 
begin to blend and segment simple words 
 

Pupils will develop 
Maths skills to 
enable them to: 
 

fill and empty a range of containers 
show an understanding of relative size through practical activities e.g placing objects in 
appropriate sized boxes 
understand and use positional language 
build towers 
match objects, colours and pictures 
match shapes 
sort objects by their own criteria 
sort by a given criteria 
compare the weight of 2 objects 
compare the length of 2 objects 
participate in counting activities 
understand 1:1 correspondence 
make sets of objects up to 10 
recognise numerals to 10 
use numbers in a range of practical situations, including addition, subtraction and using 
money. 
operate a range of programmable toys to move forwards, backwards and turn 
develop an understanding of transaction e.g. exchanging a coin in role play activities 
copy and continue a pattern 
 

 
Pupils will have the opportunity to learn in a variety of contexts, including 1:1, small groups and large groups. 
 
Pupils will have access to a range of differentiated and motivating activities. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to read and listen to a range of texts including non fiction, fiction and poetry. 
 
Pupils will develop their phonic knowledge using Jolly Phonics. 
 
Pupils will have access to visual timetables and visual instructions as a strategy to promote extended engagement in 
an activity and independent learning. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to read with an adult and apply their phonics skills 3 times a week. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to extend and make suggestions in their own learning. 
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Communication and Interaction 
 
Pupils will develop 
expressive language to 
enable them to: 
 

 
make choices 
name familiar objects and people 
copy new words 
use some single words to label 
combine 2 words/ symbols to make requests, choices and comments 
engage in extended reciprocal interaction 
requests help 
requests more 
name body parts 
use social phrases 
use everyday verbs 
ask questions 
talk about what they are doing 
talk about a familiar event 
describe objects by colour and size 
begin to use strategies to repair communication breakdown 
 

Pupils will develop 
receptive language to 
enable them to: 
 

understand and respond to a range of single words 
follow instructions with visual prompts in familiar situations 
follow instructions with visual prompts in unfamiliar situations 
demonstrate an understanding of verbs in practical activities, including look at and give 
demonstrate an understanding of prepositions in practical activities 
listen to the answer of questions 
answer what, where and who questions 
use learnt phrases appropriately to reassure themselves  
use learnt phrases to help organise themselves e.g. “my turn”  
use a variety of objects conventionally towards self 
use a variety of objects conventionally towards others during role play 
build simple play sequences 
 

Pupils will have opportunities to use and generalise their communication skills throughout the day and with a range of 
communication partners. 
 
Pupils will develop their communication skills using appropriate communication systems following advice and 
outcomes set by a Speech Therapist. 
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Social, Emotional and Mental Health (to include creativity and the arts) 
 
Pupils will develop social 
and emotional 
understanding to enable 
them to: 
 

 
seek and request comfort 
begin to self regulate their emotions by requesting a calming activity or a movement 
break 
respond to an adult’s efforts to calm them after a period of extreme distress 
accept boundaries 
confidently take part in new activities 
respond when an adult initiates an interaction 
seek an adult to shares negative and positive emotions  
name emotions 
recognise their own emotions 
use symbols or words to express emotion 
respond to a peer 
develop an awareness of the emotions of others 
begin to respond to the emotion of others  
request a social game with an adult/ peer 
accept suggestions from peers 
take turns independently within familiar games and routines 
 
 

Pupils will develop 
creativity to enable them 
to: 
 

respond to sensory experiences with differentiated emotions 
develop roles within role play and small world play 
use others in their play 
begin to copy simple shapes and models 
copy simple rhythms 
use percussion instruments to make sound effects 
moves to music  
stops and starts to music 
mix colours 
make prints 
use different materials to make collages  
explore and use colour 
explore and make patterns 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to play and explore alongside a variety of peers. 
 
Pupils will be given time to allow them to make choices, solve problems and complete activities at their own pace. 
 
Pupils will have opportunity to work on a variety of scales. 
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Sensory and Physical 
 
Pupils will develop 
physical and sensory 
skills to enable them to: 
 
 

 
negotiate a pathway 
move with care, including starting and stopping 
move over, under and through apparatus 
explore different ways of moving 
differentiate between ways of sending a ball e.g. roll, throw, kick and throw 
receive a ball in different way 
aim towards a target 
develop balance and core stability to reach, twist and cross midline with control 
join pieces of construction sets 
snip with scissors 
make deliberate marks with mark making tools 
thread beads on to a lace 
undo fastenings e.g. zip/ buttons 
do up a range of fastenings 
operate equipment using push, pull and twist movements 
use a fork and spoon to feed themselves 
cut soft foods with a knife 
use strategies to regulate sensory difficulties e.g. headphones 
request movement breaks 
engage in dry messy play activities 
engage in wet messy play activities 
 
 

Pupils will develop their physical skills following guidance from physiotherapists and occupational therapists as 
appropriate. 
. 
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Riverwalk Curriculum: Team Pathway 

Cognition and Learning 

Literacy and Communication 
 
Pupils will develop 
speaking and listening 
skills to enable them to: 
 

 
listen attentively in a range of situations 
accurately anticipate when listening to stories 
respond to what they hear by making relevant comments, actions or questions 
respond to what others say while engaged in another activity 
follow instructions following several ideas or actions 
ask the meaning of words 
answer how and why questions 
enjoy jokes 
express themselves effectively 
initiate a variety of conversational topics 
pronounce sounds correctly 
hold a long conversation with an adult, naturally taking turns in speaking and listening 
gauge length of conversation by responding to the partners responses 
use strategies to repair communication breakdown 
use appropriate facial expression for the context and partner 
use appropriate body posture and proximity for the context and partner 
use social phrases e.g. please, thank you and sorry 
use sentences that are grammatically correct 
show awareness of the listener 
they use past, present and future tense accurately 
develop their own narratives and explanations 
connect ideas and events 
 

Pupils will develop 
reading to enable them 
to:  
 

recognise 20 – 40 phonemes and graphemes 
read and understand simple sentences 
use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
read high frequency words 
read some common irregular words 
respond to questions that require simple recall 
retell a short sequence of events 
retell a simple story 
demonstrate an understanding of what they have read by completing relevant actions or 
talking to others about what they have read 
begin to understand book language and that stories have characters and plots 
 

Pupils need to develop 
writing to enable them 
to: 
 

hold and use the pencil with good control 
form most letters correctly 
write their name 
compose a caption to match a picture/ event and write it with some support 
write a sentence that they have rehearsed  
use their phonic knowledge to write words 
write some common irregular words 
write simple sentences that can be read by themselves and others 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to read and listen to variety of texts, including fiction, non fiction and poetry  
 
Pupils will have a daily phonics/ reading session 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity write for a range of purposes, including lists, notes stories and instructions. 
 
Pupils will have access to alternative methods of recording their ideas e.g. ICT/ whiteboards 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to communicate with a range of people and audiences. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to apply their literacy skills across the curriculum. 
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Numeracy 

 
Pupils will develop 
number to enable them 
to: 
 

 
count reliably by rote to 20 and beyond 
order numbers to 20 and beyond 
write numbers to 10 
say one more or one less than a given number 
accurately count objects that are arranged in a random order 
demonstrate an understanding that the number of objects in a group stay the same when 
they are rearranged 
accurately count objects in pictures 
use objects to solve simple addition and subtraction problems 
add and subtract by counting on or back from a number 
begin to understand and use mathematical symbols e.g. +,-, = 
begin to understand the composition of number, e.g. 2+2=4 and 3+1=4 
know number bonds to 5 
demonstrate that the total number of objects changes when you add or subtract 
solve problems involving doubling, halving and sharing 

 
Pupils will develop shape 
and space to enable 
them to: 
 

 
recognise and name common 2D and 3D shapes 
identify the properties of shapes 
compare size, weight, capacity and length of 2 objects 
measure the weight, length, capacity of an object using non standard measures e.g. 
cupful/ bricks 
measure the weight, length, capacity of an object using standard measures e.g. cm 
be aware of times of the day  
be aware of seasons 
tell the time – o’clock and half past 
recognise, recreate and describe patterns 
 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to use their number and shape and space skills and knowledge to solve problems. 
 
Pupils will have opportunities to use the mathematics skills in a range of real life situations including shopping, 
cooking, measuring and making products and timing events. 
 

Science 

 
Pupils will develop skills 
and knowledge to 
enable them to: 

 
understand what living things need to grow 
name and identify a range of common plants 
name the parts of a plant 
name and identify a range of animals and be able to classify them into groups 
understand the lifecycle of common plants and animals 
name external and internal body parts  
understand how to keep healthy and the effect that exercise has on their body 
understand medicines can help them and the need to use them safely. 
recognise forces and how they can change them  
identify a range of everyday materials and describe their properties 
become aware of planets, stars and the universe 
recognise changes in the seasons 
observe weather and length of daylight associated with each season  
test and sort materials e.g. which substances will mix with water 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to use their knowledge to make predictions 
 
Pupils will have opportunities to formulate and test their own ideas 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to talk about and share what they have discovered 
 

Pupils will have the opportunities to apply their knowledge in a real life context e.g. gardening. 
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Technology 
Pupils will develop skills 
in design and technology 
to enable them to: 
 

say what they want to make and plan how they are going to do it 
use their knowledge of materials to make informed choices when they are planning 
be able to cut a range of papers and appropriate materials 
be able to join a range of papers and materials and select an appropriate way of doing it 
e.g. glue, stapler, cellotape. 
begin to use mechanisms e.g. wheels, levers and axels. 
begin to evaluate by identifying things they like in their work 
begin to identify ways that they could improve their work 
 

Pupils will develop their 
skills in food technology 
to enable them to: 
 

work with a partner to follow a simple recipe 
use kitchen equipment with supervision 
develop an understanding of healthy living and use this understanding when making food 
and drink choices 
understand where food comes from 
 

Pupils will develop their 
skills in ICT to enable 
them to: 
 

use technology purposefully to create, save, retrieve and print digital information 
understand that information is stored on the computer 
be able to search for information 
send an email with adult support 
create a simple program on the computer 
use a mouse, touch screen and keyboard to interact with developmentally appropriate 
software 
recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to apply and generalise their computing skills throughout the curriculum. 
 
Pupils will develop an awareness of safety and follow rules to keep safe e.g. e safety, food hygiene 
 

 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (to include creativity, humanities and the arts) 
 
Pupils will develop self-
confidence and self-
awareness to enable 
them to: 
 

 
be confident to try new activities 
say why they like some activities more than others 
chose resources they need to do an activity 
say when the do and don’t need help 
know that they need to keep safe, including stranger awareness  
develop an awareness of public and private, including spaces, body parts 
develop an understanding of appropriate behaviours 
develop an understanding of consent 
know that their bodies change during puberty 
be independent in all areas of self care 
 
 

Pupils will develop skills 
to manage emotions 
and relationships to 
enable them to: 
 

talk about how they and others show emotions 
be able to self regulate their emotions 
work as part of a group and follow rules 
work and play co-operatively 
take account of other’s ideas 
praise a partner 
show sensitivity to others needs and feelings 
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Creativity 
Pupils will develop 
creativity to enable them 
to: 
 

respond to sensory experiences with differentiated emotions 
develop roles within role play and small world play 
use others in their play 
begin to copy simple shapes and models 
copy simple rhythms 
use percussion instruments to make sound effects 
moves to music  
stops and starts to music 
mix colours 
make prints 
use different materials to make collages  
explore and use colour 
explore and make patterns 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to work with a variety of peers and adults 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to share and talk about their interests 
 
Pupils will have their emotions and pace recognised by adults and they will be supported to use strategies that 
regulate their emotions and levels of arousal. 
 
Pupils will be given the opportunity to have a break from an interaction or activity if they need or request it. 
 
Pupils will develop skills 
and knowledge within art 
to enable them to: 
 

develop an understanding of pattern and texture by sorting, choosing and placing 
materials in ordered arrangements 
make a range of marks to create ordered arrangements 
develop an understanding of colour to be able to mix secondary colours  
make tints and shade by adding controlled amounts of white and black 
develop an understanding of line and tone to combine lines to create abstract and 
representational drawing. 
explore tone by adjusting pressure 
create shades and tints using white 
develop an understanding of shape, form and space to make controlled marks with 
regard to space available 
sort, arrange and rearrange items within a prescribed area 
combine and reform malleable and rigid materials to make abstract and/ or 
representational forms 

Pupils will develop skills 
and knowledge within 
Music to enable them to: 
 

choose an instrument for its sound 
experiment to change sounds e.g. dynamics 
play tuned and untuned instruments with control e.g. pace and rhythm  
begin to express their ideas, thoughts and feelings through music  
create a simple composition and record it using pictures 
use their voices expressively and creatively 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to experience art, music and dance from a range of cultures.  
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to talk about their work in process. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunities to be supported to evaluate and modify their work 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to observe and comment on work of other artists, including their peers. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to work on a variety of scales. 
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Humanities 
 
Pupils will develop skills and 
knowledge within 
geography to enable them 
to: 
 

 
name and recognise geographical features e.g. river, mountain 
talk about features in the environment 
plan a simple route 
compare environments 
develop an awareness of the effects weather can have on the environment and on 
people e.g. floods 
develop an awareness of the world beyond their immediate experiences 
 

Pupils will develop skills and 
knowledge within history to 
enable them to: 
 

develop an awareness of chronology by sequencing events 
talk about events and experiences from their past 
recognise differences between artefacts from the past and present  
experience artefacts and events from the past 
 

Pupils will have opportunities to develop an awareness of modern foreign languages though themed days e.g. French 
day. 
 
Pupils will learn about British culture and have the opportunity to learn about and experience Christian celebrations. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to learn about different cultures and religions and experience different celebrations. 
 

 

Sensory and Physical 
 
Pupils will develop gross 
motor skills to enable 
them to: 
 
 

 
move with care and coordination 
be able to plan their movements 
be able to move in different ways 
be able to change direction and speed 
develop stamina  
develop and link a sequence of moves on the floor and on apparatus 
practise to refine skills 
perform a sequence of moves 
have an awareness of space and themselves in space 
play simple team games following rules as appropriate 
accurately aim towards a target or another player 
negotiate a pathway with equipment and avoid obstacles e.g. dribbling a ball. 
describe their movements 
 

Pupils will develop fine 
motor skills to enable 
them to: 
 

independently do up a range of fastenings at an appropriate speed 
use scissors to cut out small shapes following an outline 
control a pencil to form letter shapes and simple pictures 
to colour within an outline 
to use a knife to cut and spread 
complete tasks independently that require bilateral integration e.g. holding paper with one 
hand while using scissors with the other hand. 
 

Pupils will develop their physical skills following guidance from physiotherapists and occupational therapists as 
appropriate. 
. 
Pupils will have opportunities to express their thoughts and ideas creatively 
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Post 16 Curriculum 

 Engagement Pathway Partnership Pathway Team Pathway 

Having Good 
Health 

To be able to regulate 
emotions. 
To be relaxed and happy 
To move around safely 
To be able to cope and 

manage  

To be able to regulate 
emotions. 
To be relaxed and happy 
To know how to keep safe 
from harm. 
To seek help.  
To engage in regular exercise.  

To be able to regulate 
emotions. 
To be relaxed and happy 
To be able to manage fitness 
and well-being through regular 
exercise. 
To know how to access help 
and support when required.  

Independent 
Living and 

Community 

To be safe and enjoy the 
company of others 
To be able to live in a house 
and feel safe 
To have a level of 
independence in daily 
functional skills.  

To be able to travel to a 
chosen destination safely. 
To be able to carry out simple 
household tasks and routines. 
To show understanding of 
what is happening and be able 
to make choices. 
To know how to plan for and 
shop for chosen items.  
 

To be able to independently 
travel to a chosen destination 
safely. 
To be able to independently 
carry out simple household 
tasks and routines. 
To show understanding of what 
is happening and be able to 
make decisions based on the 
information. 
To know how to plan for and 
shop for items independently  
To have the skills to complete 
forms and documents. 
To have the skills to budget and 
manage money. 

Employment 
and 

Vocational 
Options 

Looking after the home 
Looking after the garden 
Looking after self 
Exploring and selecting food 
Using local services 
 

Looking after the home 
Looking after the garden 
Look after self/others.  
Preparing and cooking food 
Using local services 
Numeracy and Literacy Skills 

Exploring 
Personal 
Interests 

To have experiences that help 
make sense of the world 
To learn to self-occupy. 
To engage in creative and 
imaginative experiences 

To learn to self-occupy. 
To take part in creative and 
imaginative activities 

To learn to self-occupy. 
To be able to take risks and 
make mistakes. 
To think creatively and 
imaginatively  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


